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victory on both sides." They even belittled the English losses
in a letter to Bishop Gardiner and others, writing "The French-
men will doubtless report it as a great victory, because in the
misorder they got one or two of the captains' ensigns. Our
men, however, gained their object."8
iii. During February, Paget, the King's Secretary, wrote to
Surrey several times of the King's plans to send additional
forces to France under the command of the Earl of Hertford.
Though these letters have been cited as evidence that the
King had lost confidence in Surrey's military ability, such an
interpretation is a misinterpretation. It is true that as com-
mander of these new levies Hertford would become chief in
command on the Continent, but Surrey's being superseded in
such a manner implied no dissatisfaction with him and was in
no way discrediting. In 1545 the King had intended to send
the Duke of Suffolk with additional troops to take charge of
the larger summer activities in defense of Boulogne, although
the commander of Boulogne, Sir Thomas Poynings, had recently
been created Lord Poynings as a reward for his military ac-
complishments. Paget's letters imply no royal lack of confi-
dence in Surrey. To the contrary, his letter of 20 February
proves that Surrey could not have been in the King's disfavor.
On that date Paget wrote to Surrey:
My Very Good Lord:
With most hearty commendations, it may like you to under-
stand that I have received your letter of the sixteenth of this
present month and communicated the same to the King's Majesty
for answer. Whereunto his Highness requireth your Lordship to
depech from thence all Captains, with their officers, as you wrote
could be discharged; for his Majesty knoweth not how to employ
the same. Nevertheless, if there be any Captain of the discharged
who is a special man of service, his Majesty would, ere your Lord-
ship discharge him, be advertised of him, to the intent further
order may be given for him as his Majesty shall think good.
As touching the want in the Old Man, it shall be supplied as
soon as may be done conveniently.
8 Ibid., 65.